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ABSTRACTS 


AMERICA IS trea YOU? Dr. Vergil D. Reid, Printer’s ink, 29-31. 
October 10, 1952 

Today and every day. the net gain in U. S. population is 7.062 or over 200,000 
people monthly! It is conservatively estimated that by 1960 our population will 
be increased by 21!) million. That means 1'3 Canadas added to our population 
in 10 years. 

The number of children enrolled in elementary schools is increasing roughly at 
the rate of 600,000 per year. This increase is expected to continue throughout all 
grades, through high school and into colleges. 

Between 1940 and 1950, the number of children under 5 years of age increased 
by 55 per cent, and the number of persons age 75 and over increased by 45 per cent. 
The increase in the population of these two extreme age groups is expected to be 
even higher in the next ten years. 

This article indicates that some city governments. some large utility and other 
concerns, some agricultural agencies, etc.. are making plans to cope with this tre- 
mendous population increase. 

It may not be out of order to ask if optometry is making preparations to 
provide for the great increase in the number of school children and elderly people who 
will need competent visual care. 


ROBERT P. BANNON 


